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Two months ago, The Leaf, a new open-air stagespade in Durham Central
Park, was the equivalent of a kit with steel piingieces of wood and blueprir
When Durham Central Park board members told metart®n would begin in
July, I was skeptical.

Then in early July, | was in the neighborhood aaticed that the steel pilings
had already been placed in the ground. Studenkeiarchitectural school from
N.C. State University were on site with hardhatgng to place the seventh a
final piling in the ground. The structure alreadgeémbled its conceptual scale
model, and my skepticism was confounded.

Earlier this month, | dropped by and a group oflstus from Duke were helping
with landscaping. The cypress “findiat help provide shade to this oval struc
were installed and complete.

Now The Leaf is waiting for some final touches amdofficial opening

ceremony, after which the first visitors will geteénjoy the new space. The N.C.

State architecture students who designed, fabdaatd built this structure in
short order did it as the project for a class atham architects Ellen Cassilly
and Randy Lanou taught.

Durham owes these students, their teachers ardbtiers who made this
$30,000 project possible a debt of gratitude.

Completion of The Leaf comes during a difficult @rfor this block of Durham
Central Park. The new structure sits in the cufib® sidewalk a few feet south
of Liberty Warehouse and the George Watts Hill Rawvifor the Arts. The city
condemned the warehouse after part of the roohgsdd in May. Several arts
groups and businesses were displaced, includingryitArts, which fabricated
metal structures in the pavilion.

The fate of this block of Foster Street is in limbat completion of The Leaf
gives me at least a measure of hope.

Before the warehouse roof collapsed, this blockadter Street had become an
arts hub — with The Scrap Exchange and Liberty Astprincipal anchors — one
accessible to people of all income levels. Themysgmaces on both sides of the
street have become welcoming public spaces — wiemple can play
instruments, show films or just gather for fun. Tyears ago, | organized a
reading, and about a dozen of us sat in the patkrhe shade trees near Lib¢
Warehouse and shared selections from Jack Kerouaitisgs. No one bothered
us or asked what we were about. (Kerouac would lewes this city’s brick
buildings.)

The city announced earlier this week that work art pf the condemned

warehouse was complete, and that condemnation sigulsl be removed after a
final inspection. Work on the southern end of tregehouse where the roof
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collapsed will begin soon. No one really knows wihiéimately will happen tc
this historic building. Whatever happens, | wousdehfor this block of Foster
Street to lose its welcoming, everyman character.

The Leaf has the potential to carry on the parkis@enical, creative spirit.
When they designed The Leaf, the students werecamrssof the mission of the
park. They designed a space where people can mmali stage shows, read or
sit and watch their children play.

Besides The Leaf, this block of Foster Street hlsothe Farmers’ Market, and
nearby on Rigsbee is the skate park. With theséqsgaces, and the new
businesses nearby, could it be that Durham Celtndd has become too
successful for a Liberty Warehouse rebirth to fail?

| expect The Bulltown Strutters and The Scene ef@Ghime Rovers to show up
The Leaf. And if you hear someone slogging throtijrdland” on cello, it
might be me.

Cliff Bellamy may be reached at 419-6744 or at lelmey @heraldsun.com.
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